
 One can google my names for details, but I played a positive role in the passage of the1

Energy Employee Occupational Illness Compensation Program Act (EEOICPA)of 2000.  By it,
over 65,000 disabled, diseased, or prematurely deceased workers in Department of Energy
facilities during the Cold War have received over 6.5 billion dollars in compensation for being
put “in harms’ way,” without their knowledge or adequate protection, in making America’s
nuclear stockpile.

 See www.EngineersforDarfur.org2
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April 2, 2011

Mr. Don Cheadle, UN Goodwill Ambassador for the Environment
United Talent Agency
9560 Wilshire Blvd, Suite 500
Beverly Hills, CA 90212-2401

Subject: Proposal for spurring an “Enough!” moment in the profession of engineering 

Dear Mr. Cheadle,

I am Joseph Carson, PE, a deeply concerned member of the engineering profession.   Eighteen
years ago, I had an “Enough!” moment in determining to adhere to my positive legal and
professional duty as a licensed professional engineer (PE), employed by the U.S. Department of
Energy as a nuclear safety engineer.  I “blew whistles” about serious workplace and public health
and safety issues, after they were suppressed by my management.1

It turned my life and career upside down, but I confronted this institutional malfeasance, via rule
of law.  As a result of many years of much sacrifice, risk, loss, and exertion to defend and uphold
my profession of engineering, its code of ethics, and the public health and safety, I have become
an influential member of the engineering profession -  mankind’s largest and most global secular
profession, whose 20 million degreed members worldwide collectively hold civilization and
much of the natural environment in their hands.  

Mr. Cheadle, my profession needs an “Enough!” moment about its enabling - if not complicit -
role in mass atrocities in Darfur, South Sudan, Congo and elsewhere.  We have a plan to spur it
and, if we pull it off, my profession and its code of ethics will not be quite the same again.  

We have created an online petition, open to engineers of all faiths and no faith, worldwide.    It2

calls upon leaders of the world’s leading engineering professional societies to adopt positions and
take actions more consistent with the profession’s values and code of ethics in Darfur.  Nothing
like this has been tried before: 1) prod the profession to say “Enough!” about its role, active and
passive, in continuing mass atrocities as Darfur, 2) via an online petition, 3) that is publicized by
professionally produced video, distributed via YouTube - hopefully, the first engineering-themed



 See www.VitalVisuals.com3

 There is also an auxiliary petition for non-engineers - everybody is a stakeholder to my4

profession, which claims to self-regulate for the common good.

2

YouTube to “Go Viral.”  The novelty factor alone will result in much publicity in the engineering
trade press and blogosphere.

This effort has the backing of the Save Darfur Coalition Board.  John Bagwell of the Enough
Project is familiar with - and supportive of - this idea.  Steve Martin, Executive Director of Vital
Visuals, Inc., will produce the video, pro bono, if you agree to appear.  He has produced a
number of documentaries about State-sponsored torture, genocide, and mass atrocities.   He will3

travel to a time and place convenient to you and not take more than 45 minutes to film you
talking about Darfur and the role and responsibility of my profession in Sudan (Steve grew up in
a family of engineers).  

John Prendergast, Richard Cizik, Carl Wilkens (the only American to remain in Rwanda during
the 1994 genocide), Dr. Rob Clark, Dean of the Hajim School of Engineering and Applied
Sciences at the University of Rochester and/or Dr. Peter Kilpatrick, McCloskey Dean of
Engineering at the University of Notre Dame, will participate if you agree to.  We also hope that
your participation may persuade Dr. Shirley Ann Jackson, President of Rensselaer Polytechnic
Institute, Nick Kristof of the NY Times, and/or former Secretary of State Madeline Albright to
participate. 

Mr. Cheadle, please help persuade my profession of engineering to say “Enough!” and move its
code of ethics forward - first in Darfur, then elsewhere and everywhere.  All the major
engineering societies have government relations offices in DC.  It is past time for these societies,
their members, and their DC lobbyists to “Bang the Drum for Darfur” - and they will, if we can
persuade ten thousand or so engineers around the world to say “Enough!” by joining the petition.4

Respectfully,

Joseph P. Carson, PE
President, Affiliation of Christian Engineers
10953 Twin Harbour Drive
Knoxville, TN 37934

865-300-5831 <jpcarson@tds.net>


