
Name: Larry E. Erickson 
 
Contact Information: 
Home is at 408 Wickham Road, Manhattan, Kansas 66502; 
phone: 785-539-4424; e-mail: leandllerickson@att.net 
Office: Department of Chemical Engineering, Durland Hall, Kansas State  
University, Manhattan, KS 66506; phone 785-532-4313; 
e-mail: lerick@ksu.edu 
 
I do not take time for facebook etc. 
 
Immediate family: Wife, Laurel Erickson 
no children 
Laurel is retired from federal civil service work; she does volunteer  
work now. 
 
Educational background 
Luther Junior College, 1956-57, 
Kansas State University 1957-1964 
B.S.Ch.E. 1960 
PhD 1964 with major in chemical engineering 
 
Career 
My CV is on the K-State chemical engineering Internet site with my  
faculty information 
I have been on the chemical engineering faculty since 1964. 
In 1985 I began providing leadership for hazardous substance research,  
and I direct the Center for Hazardous Substance Research (CHSR). 
 
Why I am an engineer?  I have enjoyed my work as a chemical engineer,  
educator, and researcher.  I also have provided research and service  
leadership at CHSR. 
 
Professional Societies 
 
I have been a member of several professional societies.  I am most  
active in the American Institute of Chemical Engineers and treasurer of  
the Environmental Division.  I also serve on the editorial board of  
Environmental Progress and Sustainable Energy and the International  
Journal of Phytoremediation.  I am active in Sigma Xi and have served as  
president and also as treasurer of the local chapter.  I am a member of  
the American Society for Engineering Education. 
 
Christian Walk 
 
I was baptized by a Lutheran pastor as an infant in the congregation  
that my great-grandfather helped to start when he came from Sweden.  I  
have been a Lutheran for 72 years, and active in my church.  As a youth,  
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I attended camps, Lutheran youth conventions, Lutheran events for  
college students, and ecumenical events.  I was a member of Beta Sigma  
Psi fraternity as a college student, and am presently an adviser. 
 
I am active in Bread for the World and on the board for Lutheran Campus  
Ministry at K-State.  I attend church and adult classes regularly. 
 
I am active in environmental stewardship professionally and as a board  
member of the Kansas Natural Resource Council. 
 
Hobbies 
 
Laurel and I square dance regularly.  I like to read.  I follow sports,  
but do not attend many events in person. 
 
Theology of the Profession of Engineering Project 
 
I am still learning about the vision of those who are interested in this  
project.  I am interested, but I also am interested in many other topics. 
 
What Energizes me about the Engineering Profession? 
 
Engineers are important to the quality of life and the development of  
many aspects of life support systems.  I have been an educator who has  
worked with students.  We have a great challenge of sustainable  
development, and engineers can help advance sustainability.  Feeding all  
the people and having good sanitation everywhere are great challenges. 
 
What Concerns me about the Engineering Profession? 
 
We need more engineers in leadership positions.  We need to find ways to  
work together to solve the important problems of the world.  We need  
engineers leading the way to sustainable development. 
 
There are many challenges for engineers today, including being effective  
engineers in a complex world.  Many of the problems we face are  
associated with society in general and not just engineers. 
 
 
 


