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Affiliation of Christian Engineers Introduction 
Larry is currently employed as an independent consultant in the greater New York Region. His engineering and 
surveying career spans 38 years in state and local government, consulting and industry.   
- Larry is licensed in New York as a Professional Engineer (1978) and Land Surveyor (1985). 
- At age 25 he was elected Mayor of Delanson, NY, was re-elected twice and went on to serve a term as Supervisor 

of the Town of Duanesburg, NY. 
- An active member of NYSSPE since 1992. The Capital District Chapter NYSSPE honored him as the 2002 

"Engineer of the Year". In 2004 the NYSSPE - Capital District recognized his efforts with the “Contribution to 
Engineering Education” award.  This month Larry was recognized as a Fellow of NSPE. 

- Larry, an Eagle Scout himself, has been an active volunteer in Scouting for the past 27 years as a Scoutmaster, 
Committee Chairman of Boy Scout Troop 51, Cub Pack 51 and Explorer Post 712 in Duanesburg. He enjoys 
backpacking, skiing and golf. 

- Larry and his wife Donna live in an 1876 National Register Victorian are the proud parents of eight children ages 
18 to 37. 

- Their married children have, so far, contributed eleven grandchildren to the clan. 
 
Larry’s journey of faith. 

Raised as a devout Roman Catholic, Larry served as an Altar Boy throughout his youth, attended daily Mass 
through much of his boyhood even when not serving on the altar. Larry attended daily Mass during Lent as a freshman 
and sophomore in College but experienced a life change during the summer before returning for his junior year.  
During the summer of 1971 he decided to choose atheism, not due to the influence of College but rather as an 
independent intellectual choice.  

Three weeks into his “atheistic phase” he was switching channels on TV and happened to stop on a channel 
showing a sermon by Billy Graham.  He stood there and listened and at the end of the sermon answered the call in his 
heart and quietly made a profession of faith. Within a week, while working at a summer job, he found himself 
defending a co-worker who had recently made a dramatic conversion to Christianity. The co-worker was recently 
divorced and had a reputation as a lady’s man and his friends received the claims of conversion with skepticism.  On 
September 16, 1971 Larry accompanied the co-worker to his Wednesday night prayer meeting (Charismatic Lutherans) 
and upon arrival found them studying 1 Thessalonians at verse 5:19 “Do not quench the spirit”.  Having darkened the 
door of a Protestant Church for the first time in his life, he was somewhat fearful of damnation. There was a footnote in 
his Catholic (CCD) New Testament at this very verse that said “especially the gifts of tongues and prophecy”. He took 
this as a sign that he was in God’s will that he attend the prayer meeting. That night they laid hands on him and prayed 
that he receive the Baptism of the Holy Spirit. 

Larry had noticed that young people gathered at a storefront ministry near campus and that week decided to 
show up for the Friday night entertainment and fellowship. This was at the height of the “Jesus Movement” and he was 
drawn to the vitality, spontaneity and enthusiasm of the young believers he met there. The culture was very “1st 
Century” with talk of the end times, much scholarly study of eschatology and Presbyterian doctrine. As it happens the 
street ministry was sponsored by a group of churches led by conservative bible-believing Presbyterians and Lutherans. 
The man leading the effort was a Presbyterian and he was led to the Lord and discipled by a Presbyterian minister. So 
although his first experience with Christianity based upon an intentional personal commitment to Christ was 
Charismatic it was infused with sound, systematic biblical doctrine and study. 

In the Spring of 1972 a certain high school senior named Donna started attending the Wednesday night bible 
studies. Although he was very focused on faith and Christ, he did notice this young woman but worked to keep his eyes 
on Christ. In early June he agreed to go on a bicycle hike with Donna and another young man from the fellowship. The 
other young man had to drop out at the last minute so the early morning group bicycle hike became an unintentional 
date. The trip started early with fishing in a local lake, proceeded to a picnic by a stream and then to a prayer meeting in 
the evening. After the prayer meeting they sat outside her home till past midnight talking and a relationship was 
formed. The following June they were wed. 

 
 



Lawrence J. O’Connor, P.E., L.S. 

 - 2 of  4 - MMMaaarrrccchhh   222000,,,    222000111111   

 
Larry’s journey of faith (continued) 

The Para-church street ministry coincidently closed on their wedding day and there was a plan for the ‘core 
group’ to continue to meet.  Larry was a founder of the Community Fellowship (articles of association) in 1973 and 
then the Community Fellowship at Princetown (501(c)(3) religious corporation) when the group subsequently acquired 
a Church building in 1974.  The group evolved quite a bit during the nine years that the O’Connors were members. 
Communitarian 1st Century idealism coupled with an imminent ‘end-time’ view morphed into a militant Christianity 
aligned with the Bob Mumford, the Holy Spirit Teaching Mission and the “Discipleship” movement.  The O’Connor’s 
left in late 1981 over concerns that the Church had become something very, very different from what they originally 
joined.  

For two years (1981-1983) they then attended the Quaker Street Bible Church (Village Missions) and left 
when the Church split over some non-issues. They moved on to the Duanesburg Reformed Presbyterian Church (PCA), 
became members and remained so until 1997 when they returned to Quaker Street.  The youth group at DRPC was not 
very active and their high school sophomore son was attending the QSBC youth group and enjoying it.  In the interest 
of keeping their children engaged in the faith they changed to QSBC after nearly 14 years as PCA Presbyterians.  

During the late-1990’s Larry had renewal experience, where his daily pray life became more formal and 
regular. The greatest influence in this renewal was Charles Stanley. Larry has found great peace and perspective in his 
walk with a mature understanding of Calvinistic, systematic theology balanced by Charles Stanley’s biblically-based 
Baptist teaching. 

By the mid-2000’s another son was looking for a change so Donna took him to a Church in Schenectady 
(Assembly of God) that he wanted to attend while retaining membership at QSBC.  The youngest son was looking for a 
change too by 2007 so they started looking for a Church that everyone could be happy with. In 2008 the O’Connors 
started attending the Princetown Evangelical Presbyterian Church where they are presently “regular attenders”. 

Always Pro-Life, the O’Connor’s have been supporters of life throughout their walk. Recently Larry read 
Abby Johnson’s book “Unplanned” and has attended training to participate in the Schenectady “40 days for life” 
campaign. 
 
Current Voluntary Professional Organization Roles 
 National Society of Professional Engineers 
  2010-11 - Licensure & Qualifications for Practice Committee 
 New York State Society of Professional Engineers 
  2010-12 – State Treasurer, NYSSPE 
 Capital District National Engineers Week Future City Competition 
  2009-11 Member, Judging Committee 
 The Foundation for Engineering Education, Inc. 
  2010-12 – Director (2-year term)  
 The Practicing Institute of Engineering, Inc.  
  2004-11 – Vice President (1-year terms) 
  2004-13 – Trustee (3-year terms) 
 NYS Association of Professional Land Surveyors 
  2008-11 – ENYSLS Board Member 
 Lower Hudson Valley Engineering Expo 
  2007-Present - Finance Chair 
 Municipal Engineers of the City of New York  
  2007 – Present – Member 
 Maryland Society of Surveyors 
  2009 – Present - Member 
 
Education 
 Bachelor of Science, Civil Engineering, 1973   Master of Public Administration, 1979 
 Union College, Schenectady, NY    Graduate School of Public Affairs, SUNY at Albany 
 
Academic Experience 
1/98- Adjunct Faculty Member – Daemen College, Amherst, New York 
5/99 Taught HSM 350: Grants and Contract Development and MIS 280: Computer Studies and Problem Solving 
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Professional Experience 
Consultant, Greater New York Region: 
11/10 - Contract work and representation as Industry Liaison for M.G. McLaren, P.C.  New York Representative for  
Present the International Accreditation Service, Inc. performing assessments for the accreditation of Special 

Inspection Agencies in accordance with the International Building Code and the 2008 NYC Building Code.  
 
M.G. McLaren, P.C., West Nyack, New York: 
8/06 -  Deputy Chief – Bridge, Highway and Rail Division 
11/10 Also the Principal Land Surveyor of an affiliated company; LandMetrics Engineering & Land Surveying, P.C. 
 
State of New York: 
3/03 Director, Management Services, Office of Design (CE 4) – Thruway Authority, Albany, NY 
8/06 Responsible for leading several functions in the Office of Design including Utilities, Permits, Railroads, 

Metals, Fiber Optic Backbone Network, Drafting, Survey, ROW and Quality Assurance. 
 
3/00 - Maintenance Operations Project Engineer (CE 4) – Thruway Authority, Albany, NY  
3/03 Staff engineer reporting to the Superintendent of Thruway Maintenance. Varied Thruway-wide assignments in 

Bridge, Highway and Facilities programs. 
 
1/97 - Division Canal Engineer (CE 4) - Buffalo Division - Thruway Authority/Canal Corporation 
3/00 Responsible for operation and maintenance of the western division of the Erie Canal from the Niagara River 

in the Tonawandas to the Monroe County line east of Fairport.  Managed a staff of 145 with an operating 
budget of $4.8 million. 

 
8/95 -  Director, Office of Canal Project Development - Thruway Authority/Canal Corporation  
1/97 Responsible for implementation of the NYS Canal Revitalization Program to develop seven Canal Harbors 

and 96 Port and Lock projects across the 524 mile State Canal System and a property survey of eight canal 
reservoirs in Herkimer, Oneida and Madison Counties.   

 
6/91 - Civil Engineer 2 (Structures) - Thruway Authority / Structural Design Bureau 
7/95 Design for rehabilitation and replacement of highway bridges. 
 
2/88 - Senior Park Engineer - Office of Parks, Recreation and Historic Pres. / Facilities Development Bureau 
6/91 Key central office position: liaison for OGS design and construction services, capital projects program 

coordinator, consultant management coordinator and Chairman of agency design automation subcommittee. 
 
10/84 - Civil Engineer 2 - Department of Transportation / Design Bureau / Consultant Management 
2/88 Negotiated and managed consultant contracts for highway and bridge design. 
 
Niagara Mohawk Power Corporation: 
5/82 - Associate Quality Assurance Engineer - QA Regional Coordinator 
10/84 Responsible for QA program for Albany and Glens Falls regions; PCB's and hazardous materials, hydro, 

electric T&D, and paving. Nuclear QA program duties, team member on a major site audit of Nine Mile II 
and numerous vendor audits. 

 
C.T. Male Associates, P.C., Latham, New York: 
7/79 - Project Engineer - Land Development Section - development engineering; sanitary, water, storm drainage and  
2/82 streets for large residential and commercial subdivisions. 
 
City of Schenectady, New York: 
5/78 - Senior Civil Engineer - Department of Engineering and Public Works 
7/79 Designed sanitary and storm sewers, sanitary landfill, recreation facilities and city streets. 
 
State of New York:   
6/73 - Junior Engineer, Assistant Civil Engineer - Department of Transportation / Main Office  
5/78 Various engineering duties in highway design, safety research, public transportation and materials. 
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Elected Offices 
1/82 - Supervisor - Town of Duanesburg, Schenectady County, New York 
12/83 Chief Fiscal Officer of Town and Chairman of Town Board. Responsible for the fiscal operation of the town 

government and general oversight of all town operations. 
 
4/77 - Mayor - Village of Delanson, Schenectady County, New York 
12/81 Chief Executive Officer of Village and Chairman of Board of Trustees. Responsible for all municipal 

operations including animal control, finance, fire protection, planning, street maintenance, sanitation, and 
water supply and distribution. 

 
 
Military Service 
 NY Air National Guard - Enlisted June, 1970 
 Honorable Discharge in June, 1976 
 
LJO:pc 
 


