
Mike Bright introduction 
 
Mike Bright, Ph.D. is Professor and Chair of Electrical and Computer Engineering at Grove City College in 
Grove City, PA.  Grove City is a small (2500 students), Christian, liberal arts college with a strong 
commitment to balancing the liberal arts, science and technical degrees.  My contact information is: 
                100 Campus Drive 
                Grove City, PA  16127 
                mwbright@gcc.edu  or  724-450-4095 
                (home phone - 724-450-0517) 
I am on Facebook and LinkedIn, but check those sources relatively rarely. 
 
My wife, Tammy, teaches 2nd grade.  My son Adam is a business analyst at the data center of a local 
grocery store chain.  Adam tried to avoid his technical heritage with an undergrad degree in 
Communication, but he caught the techie bug and just finished an MS in Competitive Intelligence.  
Adam's wife Nicole teaches pre-school for a state funded program.  I hope they will make us 
grandparents in the near future (!).  My daughter Courtney is about to graduate from Grove City College 
with a dual degree in History and Spanish. 
 
I am actually a computer scientist who happened to finish his Ph.D. in the engineering school at Penn 
State.  So I freely admit my engineering credentials are somewhat suspect.  My first two degrees are 
from Purdue and George Washington University, respectively.  My Ph.D. thesis was in the area of 
computational linguistics applied to distributed databases. 
 
After my BS at Purdue, I spent thirteen years with IBM in Gaithersburg, MD.  I was a software tester, 
software developer, project lead, system engineer, security engineer and project manager.  I worked on 
telecommunications systems, PC productivity applications, medical laboratory systems and large system 
integration projects for the military and intelligence agencies.  I left IBM to be the Data Security Officer 
at the University of Pittsburgh.  There I transitioned into a faculty position in the School of Information 
Science.  Next up was a stint as the Chief Information Officer at Grove City College.  Again I transitioned 
to a faculty position and have been here the last eight years. 
 
Coming out of school, I never imagined leaving a technical career path.  I liked programming and solving 
technical problems.  After a time, I saw that you could influence bigger decisions through management 
roles, and goodness knows there is a need for technically trained managers.  IBM bought my MS and 
Ph.D. degrees.  Having the Ph.D. opened up new opportunities, and I found (through part-time work) 
that I liked teaching.  I really enjoy the freedom to determine my own work schedule (outside of the 
scheduled class periods).  Now, as department chair, I am getting sucked back into the management side 
a bit. 
 
I am a long-time member of ACM and IEEE.  To date, I have not been particularly active in those 
organizations.  Since I am on the software side, I have never considered professional licensure.  In fact, I 
have argued publically that software engineering is a misnomer and software is not yet an engineering 
discipline. 
 
I grew up in a Christian home, and made a personal profession of faith at age 14.  I've always been 
involved with church, Sunday School, small groups, etc.  God was gracious in always drawing me 
particularly close at key points in life - picking a college, accepting a job, getting married, etc.  
Theologically, I am reformed (generally a Calvinist) and attend an Evangelical Presbyterian Church (a 
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small Presbyterian denomination).  I am an elder in the church and in charge of several ministries.  As 
Grove City College is a Christian school, it is easy to integrate faith and learning.  When I was called to be 
salt and light at the University of Pittsburgh, I enjoyed that as well. 
 
In my personal life, I enjoy bicycling and kayaking.  A few years ago I stumbled on the idea of teaching 
travel courses for the college, so students have been paying for my European vacations lately.  I 
particularly enjoy traveling with my children.  Last year I started a high school robotics competition here, 
partnering with BEST (Boosting Engineering, Science and Technology) - a national organization.  That has 
taken up a lot of time. 
 
In terms of this project, I have always been interested in integrating all areas of my life.  I work with a lot 
of engineering students who want to integrate their faith and profession, either here or on the mission 
field.  I knew about Joe Carson from an article I use with all my seniors on the costs of whistleblowing.  I 
am excited about exploring the integration of engineering and Christian faith.  My sense of duty 
resonates with the idea we need to do more here.  As a teacher, I always like to introduce the practical 
and personal experiences, so our work will have an impact on many future students as they come 
through our program. 
 
 


